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Helene Rose Siegel

APR 1,1939 - OCT 17, 2020

H elene (“Helen”) Rose Siegel of The Villages, Florida passed away on October
17,2020 at age 81. She was born April 1, 1939 in Antwerp, Belgium, the only
child of Henry and Anna Rosenbluth. As a toddler when WWII came to Belgium, her
father was taken and Anna relinquished Helene to an underground movement
working to save Jewish children. Helene was raised as an orphan, shuttled through 16
different locations to stay a step ahead of the Gestapo. She remained in hiding until
1946, when she was finally reunited with her parents. At age 11, her family relocated
to Buenos Aires, Argentina and she later emigrated to Atlanta, GA at age 20, where
she worked with Young Judea and related organizations raising funds for the State of
Israel. In the early 1960s, she transitioned to New York City and, briefly, to Israel
before settling down and becoming an American citizen in New Jersey. Fluent in
eight languages—she joked that she had no mother tongue—she put herself through
college while working full time and earned her Bachelor’s degree from Thomas
Edison State University.

Trained as an accountant, she began a nearly 30-year career at Appliance Dealers’ Cooperative, a
home appliance buying group for small family retailers, where she served as Executive Director
and CEO until she retired in 2010. During her tenure, she grew the company tenfold to nearly
$250M in sales, enabling small businesses to compete successfully against chain stores. She was
well known in the home appliance industry as one of its only female senior executives. As a
divorced single mother pursuing this challenging career, she took pride in putting both her
children through college. She also remained a devoted caregiver to her parents from the early
1960s until they passed in the mid-2000s. Helene relocated to The Villages in 2012, where she
became an enthusiastic golfer and bridge player, frequently hosting her grandchildren, whom she
enjoyed taking around town in her golf cart. She also took up sewing in retirement and produced
many cherished stuffed animals and entire wardrobes for her youngest grandkids.
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Obituary

Helene was a beloved mother, grandmother, aunt, cousin, cat enthusiast, and friend. Surviving
her are her two children: son Yanai Siegel (Gail, Z”L) and daughter Sari Siegel Spieler (Barry),
grandchildren Naomi Siegel and Spencer Siegel of Marlboro, NJ; David Spieler and Hannah
Spieler of Camp Hill, PA and University Park, MD; and step-grandsons Gabriel Spieler (Fernanda)
of Nashville, TN; and Daniel Spieler of Austin, TX.

Burial will be at Beth Israel Memorial Park in Woodbridge, NJ. Shiva will be observed at the Siegel
residence in Marlboro, NJ through Wednesday; Thursday on Zoom from the Spieler residence in
Camp Hill; and Friday in University Park, MD. A memorial service will be held at Banks Page-
Theus Funeral Home in Wildwood, FL. on Monday, October 26 at lpm.

In lieu of flowers, contributions in her honor may be made to the American Cancer Society
(donate3.cancer.org/) or Together we Remember (https:/togetherweremember.org/donate), an
organization dedicated to education about the Holocaust and identity-based violence, founded by
the grandson of Helene’s dear friends, Martha and Jimmy Lichtman. Donations in her name are
also welcome from the Humane Society. Online condolences nay be sharedby visiting
www.bankspagetheus.com. Arrangements are entrusted to Banks/Page-Theus Funerals and
Cremations, Wildwood.

PAGE 4 OF 7


https://togetherweremember.org/donate
http://www.bankspagetheus.com/

Events

Memorial Gathering

=] Monday, October 26, 2020
(® 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM ET

(© Banks/Page-Theus Chapel
410 Webster St, Wildwood FL 34785
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=28.8644014,-82.0390535

Tribute Wall Helene Rose Siegel

APR 1,1939 - OCT 17,2020

Sari Siegel posted:

My family and | are so grateful for all the love and support so many people have shared with my
mom and our family. We hope you can join the memorial service at Banks/Page-Theus in
Wildwood, FL eitherin person or online.lt will be Monday, 10/25/2020, at 1pm. Please send me a
note at siegel@umd.edu for the link to join remotely.-Sari Siegel Spieler (Helene's daughter)

October 24 at 1:04 PM

Dorothy Feldman lit a candle in honor of Helene.

Iam so very very sorry forthe sudden loss of HELENE she was such a sweet

caring lady and will be missed by those who knew heras a good friend HER La‘!
SMILE AND HER FRIENDSHIP WILL BE MISSED BUT ALWAYS REMEMBERED MAY '
YOU REST ETERNALLY IN THE ARMS OF OUR LORD AND KNOW HOW MUCH

YOUR FRIENDSHIP MEANT TO ALL OF US & @ With love an sympathy DOROTHY FELDMAN

October 23 at10:10 AM
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Memories only lastif you share them

Join us in honoring Helene by contributing to a collection of shared memories.

Scan to Visit



